i86                               ARISTOTLE
life in an organism is at once the end and the middle jand the beginning; it is the cause final, the cause formal, the cause efficient. Life then is an Entdcchy, as Aristotle calls it, by which he means the realisation in unity of the total activities exhibited in the members of the living organism.
In such an existence every part is at once a potentiality and an actuality, and so also is the whole. We can begin anywhere and travel out from that point to the whole; we can take the whole and find in it all the parts.